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i couraged with all your might the maintenance of
the wvirile image of the worker; you have said
that revolution would be the work of a manly,

“rugged proletariat.

Do you know what it is like, for a young wor-
ker, to be a closet homosexual? Do you know, you
who believe in the virtupus influence of the fac~
tory, what the person who is treated as a faggot,
by his friends at work, goes through?

We know, because we know one ancther, because
we alone can know. We are, with women, the moral
door-mat on which you wipe your conscience.

We are saying here that we've had enough, that
you won't smash our faces any longer, because we
will defend ourselves, that we will lead an of-
fensive on your racism against us even as far as
language.

We are saying more: we will not stop at de-
fending ourselves, we are going to attack.

We are not against "straights", but against
"straight" society. You ask: "What can we do for
you?" You can't do anything for us as long as
each one of you remains the representative of
straight society, as long as you refuse to see
all the secret desires that you have repressed.
You can't do anything for us as long as you don't
do anything for yourselves.

Frant Homosexuel d'Action Revolutionnaire

Laansfated by Lowds Landeason
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rofe will homosexuals and gay |iberation
play in the revolutionary struggle., We will
deal first with our analysis of gay liberation.
The U.S AL is an im;er‘a]iST power on the
decline. |1 is belmg attacked by rising reval-

utionary movements throu un@LT the world and
within the U.S5.A. itseif and %T is facing in-
Creased competition from other imperialist pow-
ers. To maintain iTts wealth @nd powar, the
ruling class is forced to increase 1#3 oppres-
sion and exploitation at home. Al nough Lit]
hits hardest on Third World and working class
people, it is felt by almost everyone, includ-
ing large sectTions of the petty bourgecisie.
The alienation that people living in capitalist
society already feel is greatly intensified.
The ruling class attempts to hold back the ad-
vancing revolutfionary movement by increasing the
contradictions between white and Third World
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Homosexual ity is an individual response to
male supremacy and male chauvinism; it is a res-
ponse which turns its back to The siruggle be-
tween men and women. We think that Lesbianism
is more understandable as an escape from male
chauvinism; male homosexuality reinforces male

iauvinism in its refusal fTo deal with rela-

OWSHADB w1T women., Both forms of homosexual-

are premﬁsed upon the unwilling-
glte with the opposite sex in wery
ionships.

s important to deal concretely wif

sexual relationships as they LXéjﬂ in our soci-
ety Today ¢ le, especially women, have
become a matter of choice, usual-
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Iy after some involvement in the women's move-

ment. These are women who said that they

wouldn'™t or couldn't deal with men in their per-
sonal retlationships. Such a choice is clearly
individualist; it says: | have a right to relate
the way | want to, iwcam"ﬂo what | want with my
body. There are many people who became homo-
sexual out of inclination, or for a thousand
other reasons which we can call more or less un-
conscious. Objectively, however, there are_no
real difference [s] D@Tween The two cas
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The contradictions of imperiali

same way as going To live on a

dividual response to alienation or in the same
way as embracing a religion is an individual so-
fution. Because people who make such a choice
are estranged is unfortunate, bul again It is not
a sign of Their being progressive. The Thing
That makes it individual - and not progressive -

is not that it is done alone (communes can in-
volve a lot of people), but that i1 does not en-
gage The masses of people in struggle, it doesn't
organize or set the basis for organizing masses
of people To fight around their needs.

In posing an individual solution to the con-
tradictions of monopoly capitalism, homosexual ity
is an ideclogy of the petty bourgecisie, and must
be clearly distinguished from proletarian ideolo-
gv. The ideoclogy of the working class is based
on the knowledge that the w!y way To resolve The
contfradictions of capitalism is fThrough mass
struggle with each other and against our common
oppressors. To say that homosexuality is based
on petty bourgecis ideclogy is not to cast asper-
sions on homosexuals any more Than calling most
students petty bourgeois is to put Them down. As
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the fact that many sectlions of the petty bour-
geois women's movement of the sixties concentra-
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ted on the psychological aspects of the oppres-
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GAY LIBERATION s

ANTH WORKING

CLASS AND COUNTER REVOLUTIONARY!
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Thers). Imperialism profils directly from the
oppression and exploitation of women. T!YS is
not true for gay people. They are not materially
appressed as a8 group, and the denial af Ihe| de-
mocratic rights does not secure great profits for
The ruling class.

confusion of Th
r s with a liberation
dealist

we fight for democratic
struggie is based on i-

tic, metaphysical understanding of oppres-
sion. To raisg the SUﬂqan of "go gay and smash
the state" is To lead all people down the road of
certain defeat The gay “liberation movement has
no class ama%yfis of imperialism, it claims To be
above classes, attacking the "deeper" roots of

oppression. The

1965, for esampie, the rev-
cstarvied o cruel campalign

T:my did not encumber them-

furing the summer of
jonary suthoritfes.
againsy homosexuals.

selves with theoretizal explanations or justifi-
cations but simply drafted
aliie into GHAP {Mi !«mr»; Unus

n i

quilty'™ and suspects
to md Froduction) .
rellec-

roots of

cppression are summed

homosexual soul
the purge at i
severa, But in co
in gociallst oo
ars and ﬂzr\s

wi sdom the polivicatl o
wvery bitter letter of
el sppeal and

ihe U




falemandra Kollontal
ely & necess

glags-of-weier theory.

up In the fundamental contradiction
socliety, that betwesn The pelty bourgecisie and

the working class., In reality, gay

e w glass of
e drank From many
several at ence. Stalin d
Stalin never would shake han
with her, He will never forgel mer condone her

d, seieed Amba, 1958, @ 12

{iberation

anti-working class and counter revolutionary.
Its attacks on the family wou!ld rob poor and
working class people of the most viable social u-
nit for their survival and for the revolutionary

struggle against The imperialist system.

The

in capitalist

is

only real liberation, the only road to real hap-

piness for homosexuals -~ like all people caught
is

in the mire and muck of bourgeois decadence -
+o eliminate the reactionary, rotting system that
drives them to homosexuality; and to build a new
society, under the ruie of the working class,
that promotes working class cultfure and ideclogy -

HOMOSEXUALS ARE PEOPLE CAUGHT IN

WE MUST PROMOTE
WORKING CLASS CULTURE
AND IDEOLOGY!

THE HEIRE AND
HUCK OF
BOURGED!S
DECADENCE.
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I then pulbed a gaffe by asking iIf sexwal re-
v gutside marrisge were comeon fr view of
end to late merrisge, Yo, g ing about
ir embarrasseent ai the other Chinese who had
crowded into the dispemsary owt of curiosity,
lost hls temper with me for the Tirgt and ooly
time and snspped: “Thar's a silly guestion.'
gut he put it o the doctor and nurss, who said
Khet extramarital relations we TEE .
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unity of the women's movement.

Gay women also played a destructive role in
N.¥Y. in recent planning for a rally around Inter-
national Women's Day. All groups present agreed
on only raising slogans concerning The democratic
rights of women such as daycare and free abor-
tion. The fragile unity which existed between
the participating groups was destroyed when the
gay women refused fo take part in any demonstra-
t+ion which didn't "raise support for gay libera-
tion" as a slogan. Many of the Third World women

U, Hearty 20% of {homosexuals] stvempt sui-~
cide, [however] B0Y do rot want Ko be treated in
any way because they consider thelr own condition
to be normal.

The most hiahly recommended methad of rreat-
ment in such cases i3 8 combinaticn of hyprosis
and smatl doses of apomarphine, which produces
nausea. Tha patient is not told ab
[

af the drug, but when it is at
shown [homosexual] pictures

pany the ag Tivi
fs glwen s

5 appear to
5 3 rempo-

in the group were dismayed at the blatantiy anti-
working class and national chauvinist character
of the gay group.

The R.U. supports the democratic rights of gay
people under capiTalism buf we do not feel that
the Attica Brigade has fTo take a stand on This
question. AlThough we support these demccratic
rights, we do not do so in an abstract way. We
oppose the arbifrary use of laws against homo-

4

sexual ity and we Oppose bourgeois methods of
treating homosexuals as "eriminals".  We do nov




© THE ONLY ROAD TO |
| REAL HAPPINESS SYSTEM THAT
FOR HOMOSEXUALS DRIVES THEM
IS TO j  TO HOMO-
| ELIMINATE THE... 4  SEXUALITY.

uphold any so-called general abstract "right to
be homosexual. To make a comparison with reli-
gion - we support the democratic rights of peop-
le to exercise freedom of religion, but we
wouldn't support the right of some Jesus-freak
sect to proselytize in working class neighbor-
hoods, but we would support a Black Muslim being
brutalized in prison. We support the democratic
right of free speech, but we don't support the
racial demagogues.

PEKING, Sepr, 17 (AFP) & Chinese peasant who mundgts, digcuss the matier of birth contrel at
had himgeldf sterilized "in order 1o consecrate great tength and advise their readers Lo marry as
i late as possible, §f they sbsolutely have to re
ject celibac The League of Young i
Chou-an=Lai in public sccording 2o Commuial also pubil

na,"t has been warmly cong
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¥outh (the official organ of the Ledjuz of Toung that praclaim theic decision to remain
Tommunists) In its jssue of September V... ard chaste.,
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Our positi
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(13 Homosexuality in the U.S, today is an in-
dividual respense to the intensitfication of the
contradictions brought about by decaying imperi-
alism; in particular it is a response to the con-
tradicticn between men an

(O O

women which is rocted
in male supremacist institutions and male chau-
vinist ideology. Because homosexuality is rooted
in individualism it is a feature of petty bour-
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IDEOLOGY.,
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gecis ideology which puts forth the idea that
there are individual sclutions to social problems.

(2) Because homosexuality is based on petty
bourgeois ideology and deals with The contradic-
tion between men and women by turning its back on
it, (at teast in intimate personal relationships),
homosexuals cannot be Communists, that is, belong
+o Communist organizations where people are com-
mitted to struggle against all aspects of their
| ives. T

(3) Gay Liberation in its putting forth of
gayness as a strategy for revolution in this
country is a reactionary ideology and can lead
us only down the road of demoralization and de- <
feat.
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POLICY FOR RECRUITMENT
FOR THE FIFTH VENCER

BRIGADE=—-SPECIFICATLY
GAY

CONCERNING THE
LIBERATICH

Thwough many discussiong in the past few
membhis, the Nabional Copmittes of the Venosremos
Brigade (BV! has fommulated several conclusions
concerning the practice of the gay liberation
mowement. Asd foon these, we have developsd a
policy concerming recruitment from the gay sove-
REL .

The Cuban people, opening o full discussion on
oamexuality, have come to & certaln perspective
on its origin and its historfcal development eithe-
in Cuba. They have done $o by examining the role
of homossmmals within the revolutionary context
of the society. The present conclusion of this
discussion is that homosexualivy in Cuba v &
social pathology left over froe the decadent
bovrgecls order,

e feel that however else the gay movesesad miy
be progressing in other aspects of ivs practice
within the U.5., we believethat the path it has
generally taken rogarding Cuba {generally anti-
Duban) s dangerous and lrcorrsct -— and must be
corrected if the gay movement is to move in a
consistently asti~imperialist direction.

Gernerally, the past activities of the gay
North Mwerickas have been destructive. A list of
epecific activities would include "re-educatirg
the Cubans® {asgusing that the situation in Cuba
st be the same as that of the U.5.), ciiright
attacks and denunciations on the Cuban Bevolution
“ ies”, remaining silent and allowing incor-
reot tepdencies to Flourish enchallenged, etc.

In general, homosmnsals in Cubs have not par-
ticipated in the vevolutionsry process. They
have existed side by side with the Revoluticn,
and ave essentially parasites in the revoiutiom.
(¥e must be noted that there are a few exoep-
tionmy hewewer, hare we are not concemmed with
individuals and individual actions, but with
groups and group actions.) This has been the re—
atity of homosexuals in Cubay and it is on this

fbasm Ehat thayy conclusions mest.  (This basis
hag nothing go g with the policy demending all
Tt’],:’f‘lgfmgﬁﬂ iy ghrive o be consistient witl-ipe-
rialists, botk gn theory and prectios, in words
ad in aciion, eltorsl Dmperialist scvivity is
e f&«?d 3 omee B Eolerabed on the W, Cleariy,
this is the onyy logicsl position thet an anti=
impexialist project can take.)

*i'ksc:@z* by gies ave partiowlarty dangerous
ot this tie beessse they join a caltwral imperi~
alist offennive sgeinst the Ol Fevolution cae-
riedl cut by U 5. imperialism in an at s
diecredit the Reeslution snd slienabs North Amer-
domrs Brom iy,

. Seoomdly, the sbove menifestations tend G0
distort the g, movenent's perspective on Cuba's
position on hompeesusality in i, This vesches
mh?'jl sbswrdities me foaling that the Cubmn Rewol-
whion 38 “witch-hireting® for homosaxuals SO as D
oppress e heeseme of their himosevuality in

?.n‘ughi: of this tendsvcy, a high Jdegues of
polivical otewscdousness is regpuired in order BO
prevent these gistortions fruw getting out of
Some gay Borthamericans have said thet we aze
asking them Lo go “back in the closet”. This is
& r:laa:r examgpio of & distortion of the BV policy
demending all bhoigesdistas to strive o be onsis-

& anti-fgperialiste, both in theory and in
practics, in words and in sction. Cuoltocel g
rialist activity ds nob and will not be tolerated
o £he BY. Clesely, this is the only logicsl
mum that, g seti-toperialist project ocan

THE POLICY OF THE BRIGADS VENCEREWCS

1. Since thewe has besn no fDundmvental bssis of
suppart in the gay liberation movement for the
Cu'!)m Pavolotions and sinoe the BV stands for
fizm solidarity with the Cubdin Revolution as ibe
primary objective; we do not see any purpose in
recrulting from wny movemot which at dhis time
does not opendy share that objective.

2. As theos ave mosme gay Nocth Americans who g0
share that objectdiws, w will require of them a
mach higher degres of political consclousnass.
TWiis s becnuse of ssveral factors., The B ine
wolves activigy within the Cubo setting. As
guesty of the Cubmrs Revolution, we must also re«
atize thet internel guestions concerming Cuba's
development o only be answersd by the Cuban
pecple; anmers cannot be i from the oul
slde, Only the COubsn people have 81} of the es~
sential elevents to analyre and solve thelr
problems corpectly. North Atecloms, Wy are
wslly divorced fwon @ historicsl enderetanding
of Cubg, have & tendency bo totally distort the
(iban Rovolublon, .4, the question conoern g
Cuban homosesise L.

i ehould be olsar that the B le not protend-
iy bo analyse dwe potentiad oy validity of the
oy libevation moxesent. The potantial or valbd-
ity of any secbor dn the .8, movemant will be
determined by thedr practice within the context
of the anti-imperialist etruggle carried Loy
side the U.6.

Wp yecognize that progressive people in the
gay libsraticn wovenent are struggling to ower-
come the tendencies mentioned above. As Lt he-
comes elear From their efforts that a stranghold
of smupport for tis Cuban Revelution existe, both
in theory and in practice, ln the broad base of
the gay movessent {ag 1t does in other prograsst e
gectors in i monsment in the U.8.), the BV will
respond to that rewoluticnary divection.

e Bt fonad Camudtise of the Yenoerowos
Brigade, 1971
prcanpted fron Tumguiag, dafewal oigea of €he Voncheses
Brdgadi
wepranted in W, Eeb. 15, 187
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We are against hamosexuality as we are against
heterosexuality; these are words which take real-
ity only in a socially determined context. It is
necessary to destroy this social context so the
words will no longer have any meaning. The same
goes for relations between men and women, for the
family and for the notion of power: we are against
whoever presumes Lo seize power, whatever the
ideology with which he identifies himself. FPower
is not for the taking, it is the notion of power
that is to be destroyed.

——Front Homosexuel d'Action Revolutionnaire

taanabated by lowia Lendexson
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